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he was in good physical condition, nor were facts of
heredity and developmental and environmental history
significant.

The educational failure, in this case, has distinct re-
lationship to the boy's delinquencies. He was reported
as earlier mischievous in school, and, because of annoying
girls, was suspended. Later, when working, he engaged
in petty stealing, and finally, after dissatisfaction with
his work, ran away from home.

Case 15. In contrast to the preceding case is this
example of inability to learn to read correlated with ex-
treme defect in the visual field, the auditory powers being
quite normal.

James M., fifteen years old, was brought us by his
parents as an educational problem. They said that he
had never learned anything in school, that his teachers
had tried to help him, unsuccessfully, and the parents had
reached the conclusion that "he is just good for nothing
and won't ever do anything in school."
I Examination for ability in the ordinary school subjects
showed that the boy's retardation was due to his inability
to read. Number work was well clone for the fifth grade
which he had reached, and geographical knowledge was
quite accurate, but it was seen at once that reading was
the stumbling block. The word "cylinder" was pro-
nounced "candle", "crib" was read as "club", "tunnel"
as "turn." These were typical errors made throughout a
fairly simple passage. James told us that he could not
master reading; that he had never read a book, although
he had enjoyed stories read to him by his mother.

Mental tests proved this boy to be exceedingly capable
in some directions. He did .problems involving the use
of concrete material in a thoroughly planful manner,
solving them quite rapidly. He showed good psychomotor
control. Tests requiring powers of mental representation